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“I really hope you come 
back next year with the 
coats because I wear 
mine everyday.”

–Justyce, age 7

Who We Are
Cradles to Crayons® leads the way in filling 
an unrecognized yet critical gap in services 
for families in low-income and poverty 
situations. We recognize that basic needs 
such as weather-appropriate clothing, 
shoes, and books are as important as food 
and shelter. By providing these items, 
Cradles to Crayons enables children to 
participate more fully in school and life 
activities while also relieving their 
parents’ stress.

Our Mission

The Need 
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For 13 years, Cradles to Crayons has earned Charity 
Navigator’s highest rating of four stars, certifying our 
501(c)(3) organization’s commitment to 
accountability, transparency, and responsible fiscal 
management.

We work to provide children from birth
through age 12, living in homeless or
low-income situations, with the essential
items they need to thrive—at home, at
school, and at play. We supply these items
free of charge by engaging and connecting
communities.
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Everyday Essentials
When children lack essential items, they cannot engage 
outside the home and miss out on having the same 
opportunities as their peers. We believe that the items we 
provide—clothing for a week, shoes, pajamas, socks, 
underwear, personal items, and more—are essential to a 
child’s physical, social, and emotional well-being, 
fostering their ability to attend school and thrive 
academically. Our KidPacks are also bundles of relief 
for parents who cannot afford basic necessities for 
their children.

Our Model
We have designed an efficient, replicable model of 
collecting new and like-new children’s items via 
community drives, drop-boxes, bulk purchases, and 
corporate donations. The donated items are processed 
and packaged into KidPacks by more than 35,000 
dedicated volunteers at our Giving Factory, and are 
distributed free of 
children through a 

charge to economically-disadvantaged 
collaborative, statewide network of

service agencies and school partners.

Our Success
Since opening our doors in 2002, we have served nearly 
1,568,000  children  in  Massachusetts.  We  expect  to  
serve 155,000 children by the end of this year.•266,888 children in Massachusetts live 

in low-income or poverty situations and 
don’t have access to basic essentials.

•1 in 3 children in Massachusetts are at 
risk of experiencing Clothing Insecurity.

•50% of children from low-income 
communities start first grade up to two 
years behind their peers.




