
Cradles to Crayons® (C2C®), 
founded in 2002, provides children 
living in homeless or low-income 
situations with the essential items 
they need to thrive—at home, at 
school, and at play. We supply 
clothing, shoes, diapers, school 
supplies, and more, free of charge. 
Our vision is that one day all 
children will have the essentials 
they need to thrive. 

Two in 5 kids in the United States are 

currently facing Clothing Insecurity, going 

without basic essentials like pants, shoes, 

diapers, and school supplies during their 

critical development years. Three of the top 

10 reasons kids miss school are rooted in 

Clothing Insecurity—just one example of the 

signińcant short- and long-term social and 
economic costs when these needs go unmet. 

Cradles to Crayons keeps Clothing Insecurity 

at the core of our mission and is the only large-
scale nonprońt organization to focus on this 
resource gap. Since its founding, Cradles to 

Crayons has distributed more than 6 million 

packages to children in Massachusetts, 

Greater Philadelphia, Chicagoland, NYC, and 

the San Francisco Bay area through its Giving 

Factories® and Giving Factory Direct®— 

a ńrst-in-kind online product donation 
platform launched in 2021.
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Cradles to Crayons takes a three-pronged 
approach to mitigating Clothing Insecurity: 

1. In-person Engagement—Tens of thousands of children and 
adults volunteer at our Giving Factory warehouses to sort and 
package high volumes of new and gently used donations for our 
Service Partners to distribute to the children they serve. 

2. Product Donations—With more than 60 drop-off locations 
in Massachusetts, C2C collects new and gently used clothing, 
shoes, coats, and more, from communities across the state.

3. Advocacy and Awareness—Cradles to Crayons is uniquely 
positioned to raise Clothing Insecurity as a national issue through 
awareness campaigns, data/evaluation, and legislative outreach.

The Need

	 •	 1 in 3 children living in Massachusetts are at risk of Clothing 
		  Insecurity. 1 in 2 children living in the City of Boston lack  
		  the basic essentials they need.

	 •	 Fewer than half (50%) of all families living in poverty in 
		  Massachusetts receive cash assistance.

	 •	 1 in 2 families with young children experience diaper need, 	
		  with 1 in 4 caregivers missing an average of 5.1 days of work 	
		  each month due to an insufńcient diaper supply.

Our Success

Cradles to Crayons has provided more than 6 million packages 
of everyday essentials, such as clothing, shoes, coats, school 
supplies, diapers, and more, to children across the United States 
since 2002.

Since 2009, Cradles to Crayons has 
earned Charity Navigator’s highest 
rating of four stars, certifying our 
501(c)(3) organization’s commitment 
to accountability, transparency, and 
responsible ńscal management.

Not near a C2C drop-off location? 
Now you can donate directly from 

your closet to a child in need!

Learn more at cradlestocrayons.org/givingfactorydirect

“	I really hope you come  

	 back next year with the 

	 coats because I wear 

	 mine everyday.”

–Justyce, age 7


