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HELP 70,000+ LOCAL 

CHILDREN BE READY

FOR LEARNING IN 2026-27!

The 2026 Cradles to Crayons® Ready for Learning initiative and its 

signature event Backpack-A-Thon® will provide 70,000 backpacks 

full of school supplies and thousands of clothing items to students 

across MA, southern NH, and RI ahead of the new school year.

Why This Matters

Thursday, July 30, 2026 | 10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Agganis Arena at Boston University

Last year nearly 800 volunteers from more than 40 companies across Massachusetts packed more 

than 50,000 backpacks full of school supplies for children experiencing poverty and homelessness 

across MA, southern NH, and RI in one morning—the most ever in Backpack-A-Thon history!

Join us this year! Support packages for Backpack-A-Thon start at $5,000 and include volunteer 

spots at this exclusive event as well as recognition opportunities. 

What is Backpack-A-Thon?

cradlestocrayons.org/boston/readyforlearning

• Three of the top 10 reasons that children miss school 

are related to Clothing Insecurity and a lack of

school supplies.

•

•  81% of teachers reported purchasing supplies because
     they want to give every student the same opportunities
     in the classroom (Adopt a Classroom, 6/9/2025).  

The number of chronically absent students—those 
who have missed at least 10% of the school 
year—grew by 91% between 2018 and 2022. 

Backpack-A-Thon is a hands-on volunteer opportunity that presents 
a great team-building opportunity for groups.

®



Join Cradles to Crayons at Backpack-A-Thon to make a big impact 
and truly feel the power of community. 

Support 

Level

Donation 

Amount

# of Event 

Volunteer 

Spots

Digital 

Recognition

Recognition 

Type
Digital 

Signage

Verbal 

Recognition

Presenting $100,000 100 LI Supporter feature, 
Website, Email, Social 
media, Logo included in 
Thank You Email

Logo 

(clickable)

At Event & in 
The Giving 
Factory®

          X

Diamond $75,000 75 LI Supporter feature, 
Website, Email, Social 
media, Logo included in 
Thank You Email

Logo 

(clickable)

At Event & in 
The Giving 
Factory

           X

Platinum $50,000 50 Website, Email, Social 

media

Logo 

(clickable)

At Event & in 
The Giving Factory

           X

Gold $25,000 35 Website, Email, Social 

media

Logo 

(clickable)

At Event & in 

The Giving Factory

Silver $10,000 25 Website Text At Event

Bronze $5,000 15 Website Text At Event

Questions? Contact Derek at dmcvay@cradlestocrayons.org 

cradlestocrayons.org/boston/readyforlearning

#

All funding raised via Backpack-A-Thon 

supports Cradles to Crayons’ Ready 

for Learning initiative, which provides 

backpacks, school supplies, clothing, 

shoes, and more to children in need 

across MA, southern NH and RI.

EndClothingInsecurity

SUPPORTER BENEFITS


